of the Allied authorities is one thing, the real desire of the
German- people, or, at least of the population of one or
other part of Germany, is another. We Soviet people hold
it incorrect to impose iany particular solution of this ques-
tion on the German people. Such imposition would lead to
no good anyhow, if only because it would be precarious.
While we must not stand in the way of the German
people's legitimate desire to see their state resurrected on
democratic lines, it is, on the other hand, our bounden duty
to prevent Germany's restoration as an aggressive force. It
would be a crime to forget this sacred duty of ours to the
peoples of the world.
If the world i's to be made safe against possible German
aggression, Germany must be completely disarmed, militar-
ily and. economically; and as to the Ruhr, it must be placed
under inter-Allied control exercised by our four countries,
with the object of preventing the revival of war industries
in Germany.
The program of complete military and economic disar-
mament of Germany is not something new. The decisions
of the Berlin conference deal with it in detail. And it is
natural that the Ruhr, as the main base of Germany's war
industry, should be kept under the vigilant control of the
principal Allied Powers. The aim of completely disarming
Germany militarily and economically should also 'be served
by the reparations plan. The fact that until now no such
plan has been drawn up, in spite of the repeated demands
of the Soviet Government that the relevant decision) of the
Berlin conference should be carried out, and the fact that
the Ruhr has not been placed under inter-Allied control,
on which the Soviet Government insisted a year ago, is a
dangerous thing from the point of view of safeguarding
future p'eace and the security of nations. We hold that it
* is impossible to put off the accomplishment of these tasks
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